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On March 2, the Washington Post reported that Secretary of State James Baker is discussing
with congressional leaders prospects for resuming non-lethal aid for the Nicaraguan contras.
Quoting unnamed sources familiar with the plan, the Post said Baker has tentatively decided to
ask for a year's worth of new aid, or enough to maintain the contra force until Managua meets
commitments to open up the domestic political system. Baker reportedly expects to present his
plan to Congress next week. An unnamed senior administration official told the Post, however,
that the plan had not been finalized, and the date of its presentation to Congress could be delayed.
Unnamed administration officials said they wanted to work with Congress to prepare a detailed set
of guidelines to measure Nicaragua's political liberalization. Meanwhile, unidentified congressional
sources told the Post that such guidelines constituted a minor aspect of Baker's proposal. The Baker
initiative, they said, is primarily aimed at keeping the contras together for another year despite the
Feb. 14 agreement by the five Central American presidents to dismantle the contra army based in
Honduras. The Bush administration must act soon to forestall a "gap" in the aid pipeline: the current
$27 million non-lethal aid package for the contras is due to run out at the end of March. (Basic data
from AFP, 03/02/89)
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